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Abstract 
During the last decade, major changes took place in understanding the role of the architect, especially in Egypt. A gap 
appeared creating a dilemma between conflicts facing the country and the built environment architects produce. The 
paper adopts a qualitative methodology which addresses two main axes. First is the literature review of proactive 
visions adopted by a selection of international architects. Following that the paper will present an analysis for the 
contemporary work of Egyptian architects in order to analyze their reactions to different dynamics. Finally, the paper 
presents a framework for rethinking the role of the architect in Egypt, whether on the institutional, educational or 
professional levels.  
 
© 2014 Published by Elsevier Ltd. Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Centre for Environment-
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1. Introduction 
The aim of the research paper is to shed light on one of the important roles of architects, which is 
providing proactive visions to serve the needs of their countries. This is studied in contrast to the Egyptian 
case, where architects tend to produce either representations of historic architecture or to follow 
international globalized trends even if irrelevant to context and economics. Thus, the methodology is 
based upon a qualitative approach, exposing Literature review of three proactive architects’ roles, 
followed by analysis of the Egyptian case and ending by the recommendations in the conclusion as shown 
in the following figure, (fig.1).  
 
 
* Corresponding author. Tel.: +0-000-000-0000 ; fax: +0-000-000-0000 . 
E-mail address: karimkesseiba@yahoo.com. 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Peer-review under responsibility of Centre for Environment-Behaviour Studies (cE-Bs), Faculty of Architecture, Planning & Surveying, 
Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia.
740   Karim Kesseiba /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  170 ( 2015 )  739 – 748 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 1. Paper methodology 
2. Literature Review: Proactive Architects’ Philosophy and Projects: 
This part aims to explore international architects’ proactive visions to address solutions for problems 
affecting their countries. The three selected cases are Metabolism, Bauhaus and the work of architect 
Moshe Safadie. 
2.1. Metabolism emergence 
According to Worrall (2012), Metabolism movement emerged in Tokyo in the late 1950s. It was a 
movement dedicated to reshaping Japan’s buildings and cities. The members who were young Japanese 
architects gathered around the iconic figure of Kenzo Tange. Their most influential manifestation was at 
the World Design Conference of 1960. The Metabolism group presented a manifesto entitled 
‘Metabolism 1960: Proposals for a New Urbanism’. Example of their proactive work is shown below in 
(table, 1) which represents the proactive approach they adopted to generate a new vision for Japanese 
architecture. Most notably, Arata Isozaki worked as a theorist, loosely associated with Japanese 
Metabolism to create such critical projects as his ‘Ruin Future City’ and ‘Clusters in the Air’. 
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Table 1. Work of metabolism members 
2.1.1.  Philosophy 
The young Japanese architects who launched ‘Metabolism’ did that as a reaction to atomic bomb 
attack on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Being aware of the importance of built spaces and the 
 
Arata Isozaki, City in the Air. 
  
Kikutake Kiyonori, ECO POLIS, early 1990s. Tange Kenzo, A Plan for Tokyo 1960. 
  
Kikutake Kiyonori, Marine City, 1963. Kurokawa Kisyo, Nakagin Capsule Tower Building, Tokyo, 1972. 
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amount destrucion in cities, they responded to the housing crisis of Japan by calling for flexible models. 
Providing design spaces that conceived cities as if living creatures. Metabolism architects confronted a 
nation that had transmuted total defeat into a fever of reconstruction. In response to the postwar 
challenge; the severe limits on habitable space, the 'metabolists' proposed colonising every space with 
“artificial land”, for instance Isozaki’s City in the Air as seen previously in table-1. 
2.1.2. Experimenting metabolism 
The principal manifestation of Metabolism movement, especially the work of architect Arata Isozaki, 
as a materialization in built form, was surprisingly the National Qatar Library, (fig. 2). This project was 
initially a shortlisted competition. However, Isozaki managed to experiment his vision form City in the 
Air back from the 1960s, in a totally irrelevant function and context. Seizing this opportunity, Isozaki had 
the floor to experiment his vision technically and economically in order to be able to define the problems 
to be solved later on. Thus, this again insures the architect’s role in providing solutions for his nation and 
utilizing every possible chance to experiment the quality of his solution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2. Qatar National library competition winning entry by Isozaki. 
2.2. Bauhaus Emergence and Philosophy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig.3. (a) Gropius and the Winning Entry of Chicago Tribune Tower, (b) Bauhaus at Dessau. 
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According to Goines (1986), The Bauhaus was founded immediately after the war. This introduced 
destruction, in addition to the great influenza epidemic which, in addition to the damages of the war, 
killed 20 million more. This explains how the world and Walter Gropius were desperate for order, 
(fig.3,a). The "International Style" revolves around the notion of machine-made parts from which 
buildings and furniture can be made easily.  
Most notably, Gropius's Bauhaus at Dessau is recognized as a landmark on it own (fig.3,b). Although 
the design is unified from above, each unit is divided from the next. In addition, glass curtain wall;which 
is a typical feature of modernist architecture, allows in quantities of light. In addition to this, Gropius 
introduced three asymmetrical wings. The asymmetry expressed the school's philosophy and managed to 
retain an elegance at the same time. 
2.2.1. Re-experimenting Bauhaus in Tel Aviv 
The explicit manifestation of Modern Architecture is the old city of Tel Aviv. Due to its strong 
Modern character as a totalitarian planning according to Bauhaus doctrines UNESCO declared the White 
City of Tel Aviv a World Heritage Site, declared as a city with, "a synthesis of outstanding significance of 
the various trends of the Modern Movement in architecture and town planning in the early part of the 20th 
century”. 
Tel Aviv was founded in 1909 by European Jewish settlers, who erected the first buildings on dunes 
outside the inhabited ancient Arab town of Jaffa. A large proportion of the buildings built in the 
International Style can be found in the area planned by Patrick Geddes, north of Tel Aviv's main historic 
commercial center. Geddes' planned to create garden city (fig. 4,a). However, he did not assure an 
architectural style for the buildings in the new city. The flux for large scale building in a new style came 
from the rapid movement of European Jewish immigrants. During 1933, many Bauhaus architects 
immigrated to Palestine. The architecture of these architects, assisted to add to the ideals of modern 
architecture, and bridge theory and practice,(4,b). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 4.(a); (b); The White City of Tel Aviv based on Modern Movement Architecture 
2.3. Moshe Safadie: Habitat 67  
As Eleanor (2008) presents, Safdie's design for Habitat 67 began as early as a project for his 
architecture program at University. The project was much appreciated by the institution in spite of its 
nature. After that Safdie was asked by Sandy van Ginkel, his former thesis advisor, to develop a master 
plan for Expo 67, in Montreal during 1967. Safdie was awarded the project in spite of his relative 
inexperience, which he later described as "a fairy tale, an amazing fairy tale".  
The implemented project Habitat 67 comprises 354 identical, prefabricated concrete forms arranged in 
various combinations. They can reach up to 12 stories in height, (fig. 5). Each unit is connected to at least 
744   Karim Kesseiba /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  170 ( 2015 )  739 – 748 
one private terrace, which can range from approximately 225 to 1,000 square feet (20 to 90 m2) in size. 
The development was designed to integrate the benefits of suburban homes — namely gardens, fresh air, 
privacy, and multilevelled environments — with the economics and density of modern urban apartment 
building. It was believed to illustrate the new lifestyle people would live in increasingly crowded cities 
around the world.The importance of Safdie’s proactive role was the reflection that he designed projects 
for 'systems', not buildings. For instance, a hypothetical plan to rehouse the Palestinians who are made 
homeless by the war. Named as the 'Giza Plan', in the intention have it to neighbour the Pyramids, as to 
Hatherley (2012). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 5. Habitat Built Project in Montreal 
2.3.1. Re-experimenting Habitat in Singapore:  
 
Again for this concept, Safadie managed to issue another round of experimentations that develop his 
initial philosophy even more. This time the re-experimentation was offered for the mass housing in 
Singapore again regardless of context in a winning entry competition, (fig. 6). This time the concept was 
developed into a vertically extended building rather than a horizontal model. This issue is very relevant to 
the already Jewish settlements compact design in Palestine (fig. 7,a,b). However, better quality of 
complexity, higher density with a humanistic aspect is examined again by Safadie to improve the built 
environment to serve his nation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 6. Sky Habitat Condominium in Singapore by Safdie Architects 
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Fig.7. (a); (b); Jewish settlements in Palestine 
3. Analysis: Challenges of the Proactive Architect in Egypt  
In spite of the crucial challenges facing the Egyptian nation, especially after the uprisings in January 
2011, there are no major proactive visions or experimentations by Egyptian architects. This raises a 
critical question of whether the intention is to limit the role of Egyptian architects within re-interpreting 
heritage, or to dilute their proactive visions into iconic and globalized models. Unfortunately, the most 
explicit proactive experimentation by an Egyptian architect goes back to Hassan Fathy’s attempts to 
experiment his vision for Egyptian architecture in New Mexico, (fig.8). As mentioned before, the range of 
this paper is not to discuss the success or failure of those experimentations, but to present how it is 
possible to present a vision that moves a certain architectural trend from the local to the global arena. 
Thus, Hassan Fathy’s attempt is considered a proactive role in its time, nevertheless, this does not mean 
that it is possible to express modernized revolutionary Egypt by the same statements from the 1980s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 8. Dar-Al-Islam Foundation Islamic Center Village, New Mexico 
Accordingly, the next part will expose the major architectural trends adopted by Egyptian architects to 
discuss whether or not, in the shadows of the challenges the nation is facing, there is any proactive role 
adopted nowadays. 
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3.1. Local architects and the missing role: 
This part aims to classify the built environment in Egypt according to the most dominant trends 
inEgyptian architects’ works. It was observed that most attempts are either directed towards the 
preservation of heritage even devoid its meaning and patterns or attempts related to creating postmodern 
architectural trends as will be exposed. 
3.1.1. Preservation and historicism: 
A common paradigm adopted by local Egyptian architects is the ‘regeneration of Heritage’. This is 
obvious in the work of many highly esteemed architects’ work, for instance, Abdel Halim Ibrahim and 
Ramy ElDahan, who both were highly affected by Hassan Fathy’s proactive approach (fig.9,a,b), yet, 
each one in his own way as will be explained. 
El-Dahan in collaboration with Soheir Farid reproduce in a very literal method Hassan Fathy’s 
architecture; however, this time addressed to the rich and to tourists, not to ‘the poor’ as Fathy initially 
intended. This resulted in replicas of ‘vernacular’ architecture devoid of a real proactive role. This is 
because neither the context nor the users are in need for such architecture with its repetitive model, yet, 
the architecture of Hasan Fathy simply turned into a marketing tool, or a touristic attraction tool to be 
more precise. 
On the other side, Abdel Halim’s attempts to readdress historic architecture in a contemporary re-
understanding were aesthetically successful. However, the critique here based on the proactive role which 
addresses the problems of the nation and the ability to respond to challenges leaves his attempt 
incomplete. Again, Abdel Halim’s work mostly addresses the elite, where his work has turned into a 
signature in its own. For instance, the new campus for the American University in Cairo is based on the 
new understanding of Islamic architecture, however, the scale of the complex as well as the adequacy of 
the environmental techniques remain in question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 9. (a) Al-Gouna resorts by Dahan and Farid ; (b)Qasr Al Fonoun by Abdel Halim Ibrahim 
Aside from the issues of regenerating Heritage, the other mode of addressing architecture in Egypt is 
through Conservation and Preservation of Heritage. As a matter of fact, this possible might have been 
very successful as a proactive model if applied through the conservation of the crafts and activities of the 
preserved buildings, (fig. 10,a,b). However, the mere use of the buildings as museums without any real 
activity inhibited within marks the lack of addressing Heritage as visualization, not as patterns of 
activities. 
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Fig. 10. (a); (b). Mo’ez Street after Renovation and Creation of Open air Museum 
3.1.2. Globalization impacts  
The importance of addressing globalization when addressing the proactive role of architects lies as 
Sassen (2005) imposes, that the globalization of economic activity entails a new organizational 
composition. In order to obtain this theoretically and empirically needs a new architecture. Philosophies 
and constructs such as the global city and the global-city region are important elements in this new 
conceptual architecture. Thus, choosing how to nominate an arrangement has its own substantive 
rationality, (Sassen, 2005).  
The issue of globalization resulted in Egypt in what is known as the Postmodernism dilemma. Several 
architects started addressing this new paradigm through several ways. The most dominant of which is 
through metaphors and creating literal resemblances so as to add a philosophical dimension to the built 
product. This was apparent in many strategic buildings, like for instance the High Constitutional Court, a 
new addition to Misr Railway Station and many others. In those attempts, either metaphor from nature or 
Pharonic architecture is pastiche to the architectural product. This is believed to create architecture that is 
local but at the same time can gain international appreciation. Direct precedents return to the Las Vegas 
effect, nominating eclectic architecture as the new globalized and modernized architecture. This is done 
again with no relevance to the proactive role of the architect and the need to face challenges and address 
the nation’s problems.  
4. Conclusion: Redefining Architects Role in Post-Revolutionary Egypt 
 The paper aimed to address an important missing role related to Egyptian architects. This role is 
introducing a futuristic vision for architecture that reacts to the demands of the nation. In order to assure 
this assumption, literature review was provided related to international architects’ proactive roles. The 
three selected examples, although diverse reflect the local problem which extracted solutions that were 
appreciated on an international level. Thus, other experimentations were carried on to re-assure their 
visions even if not relevant to neither context nor economics.  
The contrary was presented in the analysis of the local Egyptian case. The sole attempt to provide a 
proactive vision was carried on by Hassan Fathy, with experimentations to his vision in an international 
context. However, this vision remained later devoid from its proactive role and commoditized to promote 
for touristic resorts. This takes us to the two approaches which are the core of contemporary Egyptian 
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architecture. The first is the regeneration of heritage, and the other is the globalised effect which aims to 
reproduce postmodern icons. 
 In the end, it is essential to explain that, among the current challenges the nation is facing, starting 
from the decrease of resources and ending by the consequent social instability, the architect needs to 
introduce a new sensitive architecture. This might be the sole way to resist globalization effects and local 
deterioration. Since this is a multi-faceted mission, the outcomes of the research call for addressing 
governmental institutions, to produce a floor for possible experimental projects and applicable 
educational research projects, especially when addressing problems related to energy issues. Those 
attempts if taken into consideration seriously to address the nation’s futuristic vision might produce a new 
spectrum of built environment, which fulfills the nation’s aspirations. 
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